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Local Surveys and Census

Remember

CDBG Projects are activity 
driven



Local Surveys and Census

Three Ways to Determine LMI:
1. HUD LMI Data (Based on American Community Survey Data)

2. Surveys (Limited Clientele and Area Benefit)

3. Combination (HUD LMI Data + Survey)



Non-Continuous Survey



Continuous Survey



Combination: LMI Data + Surveys



Combination: LMI Data + Surveys



Local Surveys and Census

STEP 1 – Select the Type of Survey

–Note:  ED projects will survey new hires on the back-end 
of the project.  However, please include a letter from the 
company agreeing to hire 51% low- and moderate-
income individuals.
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STEP 2 – Develop the Questionnaire

– Sample surveys on DLG’s website

– 2025 Income Limits

– Identify additional information to help the project: 
such as if the household is on septic system or not.



Local Surveys and Census
Survey Example



Local Surveys and Census
Survey Example



Local Surveys and Census

STEP 3 – Determine Who to Survey

–Random Selection

• www.randomizer.org

• Make sure that you have randomized enough households to 
establish a correct minimum survey amount.

–100% Survey

http://www.randomizer.org/
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STEP 4 – Conduct the Survey

–Must be door-to-door, in person

–No phone calls

–No mail surveys

–No emails 

–No text messages
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STEP 5 – Determine the Results

–Complete Survey Data

– Only use data from valid, completed surveys

– Clarify any errors or omissions

–Complete LMI Worksheet



Local Surveys and Census
Survey LMI Worksheet
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STEP 6 – Document your Efforts

You may have to provide this information at any time!

–Surveys

–LMI Worksheet

–Randomizer Results

–Correspondents from Survey Process

–Maps of the Service Area
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Common Mistakes

–Mapping the Service Area

–Invalid Surveys

–Misrepresented LMI Worksheets



Local Surveys and Census
Sample Income Limits
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Sample Survey
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Sample Service Area
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Sample Service Area
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Sample Service Area



HUD LMI vs. Surveying for LMI 
HUD LMI

• Uses same Confidence Interval (90%) 
as U.S. Census Bureau

• Uses same MOE (10%) as U.S. Census 
Bureau

• As of 2018 had disallowed the ability 
to survey and challenge HUD LMI 
Survey

Surveying

• Must be performed at a stricter 
Confidence Interval (minimum 95%) 
than U.S. Census Bureau

• Must be performed at a stricter MOE 
(minimum 5%)

• HUD non-LMI community must be 
within reasonable percentage of 51% 
LMI (typically within 5%).   



MOE and Confidence Interval 



What does surveying look like… City of Ewing

Confidence Interval: 90%

MOE: 10%

Sample Size: 225 persons

Minimum Surveys to be Performed: 53

Confidence Interval: 95%

MOE: 5%

Sample Size: 225 persons

Minimum Surveys to be Performed: 143

• Community Size: 225 persons

• Use: https://www.surveymonkey.com/mp/sample-size-calculator/ 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/mp/sample-size-calculator/
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Internet Links

–American Community Survey

•www.census.gov/acs

•American Fact Finder 2

•ACS

–LMI Data for the State of Kentucky

•www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/systems/census/ky/index.cfm

http://www.census.gov/acs
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/systems/census/ky/index.cfm


Local Surveys and Census

CONTACT INFO

Executive Director:

Mark Williams – markp.williams@ky.gov 

Branch Manager:

Travis Weber – travis.weber@ky.gov 

mailto:markp.williams@ky.gov
mailto:travis.weber@ky.gov
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